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Gapialn Dale Stroschien with B
g-pounder caught on a Smithmick
Raogue, one of his faworita baiis
for taking Graen Bay smallmouths.
= Photo by Hen Freel.
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HERE’S YOUR GUIDE TO SOME OF OUR HOT-
TEST ANGLING ACTION FOR WALLEYES,
YELLOW PERCH, SMALLMOUTH BASS AND
MORE. // BY KEN FREEL
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n a state like Wisconsin with thou-

gands of miles of fishable water,

there must be a million places for
anglers to scek their favorite pame fish,
capecially now as the spring thaw is a
recent memory, Smallmouth bass, wall-
eyes, vellow perch and many other fine
fish are now actively feeding and ready
(o smack a well-placed jig or juicy min-
LOW.

So let’s take a look at a number of
exciting places for calching your share
of hard-fighting and/or lasty game
lish. We’ll slart with what sounds
like a contradiction: the big small-
jos of Wisconsin’s largest lake, Lake
Michigan.

GREEN BAY'S BIG
SMALLMOUTH BASS

Whenever somcone mentions Green
Bay, you're most likely to think about
that famous football leam, the Packers.
Yei, these days, especially il you'rc a
dighard fisherman, you're more likely
to think about the area’s world-class
smallmouth angling, 1t’s likely to he
Lot right now on this beautiful stretch
of Lake Michigan. If vou haven’( hcard
aboul what’s going on with this lake’s
smallmouth fishery, you've definitely
missed out on sume leophy bass,

These days, smallmouth bass of
foothall size and dimensions are being
caught fron spring through summer in
four specilic arcas of Green Bay: Sand
Bay, Reilly’s Bay, Sawyer Harbor and
Little Sturgeon Bay.

There are some interesting reasons
why big smallmouths roam this re-
gion of the lake. Big in this case means
simallmouth bass weighing more than 5
pounds caught on practivally cvery trip!

No one knows for sure when, ex-
actly, exolic invaders established them-
selves in Lake Michipan's (neen Bay.
However, once they did, they changed
the fishing forever. In this case, the two
invaders at the top of the list are zebra
mussels and round gobies. Both species
were brought over in the ballast of ships
from Burope and Asia, and then inad-
vertently released with the expulsion of
ballast water from lankers. Both of these
non-nalive speeics continue to have a

' Wilsconsin's Graat River Road of-
: tars more than 250 miles of great
fighing from shora or from four

" riwar barges stationad along Its

{ course. = Photo by Ken Fraeel,
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major impact on Lalke Michigan’s fish-
eries.

Zebra mussels are filter feeders and
as such, millions of these bivalves [l-
ter tons of lake water. The once-murky
spring waters o Green Bay are now as
crystal clear as a natural spring. That
has required fishermen (o change their
lactics — like having to make lonpor
custs with jerkbaits in order to fool full-
Thellied smallinouths these days.

The zebra musscls have henefited the
smallmouth fishery, Since smallics are
big-time sight feeders, the clearcr wa-
ters ol Green Bay have made it easier
for these predators to see their prey bet-
ter and so fhey feed with reckless aban-
don. And they’ve been doing that now
for years, much to the pleasurc of the
local anglers.

Enter the next exotic invader, the
round goby. Smallmonth bass (and wall-
eyes, too) love to eal them, OF course,
round gobies love to eat bass cpgs, and
so lhere’s a constant battle belween
the two species. Tots of gobies, which
smallmouth bass don’t have trouble
catching, mesns (hat lots of Green Bay’s
bass now get to world-glass dimensions
that were rarely seen back in the day.

Bul when ane door closes (on the old
ways of fishing in murky spring water)
in Door County, apparcntly another one
apens. The clearer walers in (he afore-
mentioned sections of Green Bay mean
that anglers also have had to change
their tactics over the years, Fishermen
must cast farther lrom the boat in order
to reach the strike zone for the often-
skiltish smallmouths. So taclics and
time ol day become even more impor-
tant, along with the weather conditions.

Barly moming, late afternoon and
times af other low-light conditions, such
as on cloudy days, are some of the best
times 1o scck these trophy bass. When
it's sunny out, anglers should concen-
trale on the first third of their retrieve.
But on overcast, rough-waler days or
during the moring or evening, you can
work your cast all the way back to the
hoat and expect a hit at any second.

Terkbaits like the Rapala X-Rap in
pink, a red-and-orange Smithwick
Rattlin® Rogue, or a Bill Lewis Ral-L-
Trap in pink are all top choices during
the spring scason. That's according to
renowned former tournament fisherman
and guide Dale Stroschein, He uses neu-
tral buoyancy models in 3 3/4 10 4 34
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Stanisy Hagensick caught the Wisconsin state-racord flathead catfish, this T4-

=

pound, 5-ounce monster, in the Missigsippi River not far from the Claments Figh-
ing Barga. = Phato courtesy of Stanley Hagensich,

inch lengths.

“Sweep and  pause  vour  lae,”
Stroschein said. “Sometimes it can be
a short pause (when fish are aggressive)
or a long pause up to 10 seconds (when
they’re not). By jerkbaiting you arc
creating a reaction. The lure looks like
a wounded minnow that’s struggling,
That causes a bass o go after it, even if
it*s not hungry, because il doesn’t want
to miss ameal.”

Other favorite lure  choices  of

Stroschein’s include spinnerbaits like

Strike King’s Kevin Van Dam cdition in
chartrense. ITe'll use the hieaviest spin-
nerbaits he can find because his casis arc
long. It's easier to cast a heavy lure long
distiamees, The Berkley Gulp! Sinking
wacky worms and Berkley Power Rait
tubes alse work well during the carly
season. ]

Dale Stroschein can be reached by
calling (Y20) 743-5731; or e-mailing
him at dalef@wackywalleve.com,

“GREAT RIVER ROAD"

BARGE FISHING FOR

WALLEYES & MORE

Wisconsin's Greal River Road runs for
250 miles along the Mississippi River
from Prescolt to Keiler, and passing
through 33 historic towns like Bay City,
Muiden Rock, Pepin and Ta Crosse.
Along the way, you'll lind fantastic
angling on the banks of the big river,
from a hoat, or on one of the four “river
barpges” found here. Those actually are
Large foating docks. I've fished on two
of those river barges and can tell you
firsihand that the Aoating platlorms arc

viable ways for you and your friends,
or your entire family, to drop a jig over
somg prime fishing real estate.

Just below Lock & Tam No. 4,
you'll find the Alma Fishing Float
Barge, owned by brothers Jim and Tim
Lodermeier. These affable owners also
run a tackle shop and snack bar onboard
the flual. Being sa close to these tailwa-
fers is ideal al any time of the year, but
especially so dwing spring when many
specics, including walleyes, come up-
river lo spawn.

“You'll most likely catch your limit
of walleyes during the spring,” said
Lodermeier, “along with yellow perch,
saunpeyes and bluegills.”

He recommends using light tackle
with 4 Jocal jig called the Walleye Killer
in 1/2- to 3/4-ounce sizes. Small, deep-
diving crankbaits like 4-inch Rapala
Shad Raps or Reef Runner Walleye
Divers arc other viable options, he says.
Many of his anplers already use lines
such as 6- to 8-pound test Stren nulti-
colored line, which is easily scen by
fishermen but not the fish. Live bail is
sold on the barge, of course, as oxany
Badger Slale (ishermen prefer the real
deal when it comes Lo calching their fa-
vorite game fish.

You can contact Jim or Tim at: (651)
3R80-7296.

At the Clements Fishing Barge in
Genoa, downriver al Lock & Dam 8,
Capt. Mark Clements holds court an
hig fing floating platform. Ilis barge
also has a snack bar and tackle supplies.
Here, too, walloyes arc the most sought-
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